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560 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW. 

to ascertain that [the testator's] intention, and therefore no occasion 
to choose between conflicting laws." (§5998.) These and other 
phrases used in the same place seem to suggest the idea that a ques- 
tion of conflict of laws, so called, arises only where a testator has 
failed to express himself with clearness. But it is obvious that a diffi- 
culty may arise not by reason of any lack of clearness in the testator's 
words, but by reason of a question as to the law by which they are to 
be construed and enforced. The sentence just quoted illustrates a 
want of scientific lucidity which is to a certain extent inevitable in 
work performed under the limitations to which that of the present 
editor evidently was subject. It may be observed that he has in cer- 
tain places elaborately controverted positions taken in the brief ele- 
mentary volume on the conflict of laws by Professor Minor, but that 
he cites, it is believed, only once the full and admirable work of 
Dicey, with which some of his forms of expression, as in his treat- 
ment of the subject of contracts, show that he possesses a wider 
acquaintance than the citation in question would indicate. 
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